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Petition against the immediate closure of 
the lignite mine in Turów, Poland 

At its meeting of 2 December 2020, the 
Committee examined a petition opposing the 
closure of the lignite mine in Turów, Poland. The 
petitioner pointed out that the mining and energy 
complex provides direct and indirect work for 
approximately 15.000 people and that its 
liquidation would entail a total collapse of the 
labour market with dramatic social consequences.  
The Members decided to keep the petition open 
and wait for the Commission’s written reply. 

 

Petition on protecting democracy and elections in Europe by avoiding anonymity on 
social networks 

On 2 December 2020, the Members examined a petition raising concerns about the undue influence 
on democratic elections exercised by non-EU entities via malicious campaigns on social media, using 
anonymous or fake accounts. The 
petitioner argued that such activities 
destroy unity at national and EU level 
and called for a general ban on social 
media of anonymous and fake 
accounts.  

The Members decided to keep this 
petition open and send it for opinion 
to the newly established Special 
Committee on Foreign Interference in 
all Democratic Processes in the 
European Union, including 
Disinformation (INGE).  

 

  

 

The Members of the PETI Committee and the PETI Secretariat Team wish you 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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Petition on chemical residues in the Baltic 
Sea 

On 3 December 2020, Members discussed two 
petitions raising the issue of toxic substances 
and chemical residues present in the Baltic Sea, 
generated by dumped World War II weapons. 
Both petitions point out that these substances 
pose a high risk to the health of the population 
of the Baltic countries but also to all marine life 
and call on the EU institutions to support the 
decontamination of the Baltic Sea in the spirit 
of the Paris Agreement. 

The Committee decided to keep the petitions open, request more information from the European 
Commission and wait for the opinions requested from the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety and the Committee on Fisheries.  

 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Maroš Šefčovič 

At its meeting of 3 December 2020, the Committee on Petitions welcomed Commissioner 
Šefčovič, as part of the annual cycle of structured dialogue between the parliamentary 
committees and the Commission. The purpose of this exercise was to follow up on the written 
procedure conducted in April and May 2020 
and discuss the relevant initiatives that are 
part of the new Commission’s Work 
Programme, and in particular on the delivery 
of the headline ambition ‘A New Push for 
European Democracy.’ 

The Commissioner saluted the fruitful 
cooperation with the Committee on Petitions 
and highlighted some of the most significant 
points of the Commission’s Work Programme.  

 

Next PETI meeting: 25 - 26 January 2021 

See agenda, documents and live broadcast 

   

 
PETI Secretariat 

peti-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

  

 
Follow PETI 

www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 
Webstream 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Petitions Committee and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
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